


About Me

o PhD. Candidate in Public Affairs

o Research Interests: Public Deliberation &
Social Capital

o Born and Raised in Haiti
o 2010 Earthquake

o BA in Political Science and Master of Public
Administration (UGA)

o 2014 Roosevelt Scholar

o 2022 Award Winner: Taylor L. Willingham
Legacy (National Issues Forums)

o Economic Development Director, City of
Stockbridge (GA)
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Why did you
choose this
workshop
today?
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The Bad
NEWES

o The United States is

polarizing faster than other
democracies

o Many Americans believe that
political debate in the country
has become less respectful,
fact-based, and substantive

o Our primary institutions are

not well-equipped to address
the tough issues that we face

Most Americans say political debate in the U.S. has
become less respectful, fact-based, substantive
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Respectful
Fact-based
Focused on ISSUes

Entertaining
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Why has it become

2% so difficult to

address certain
iIssues?




Problems

are never

completely
solved

Cantakea
long time to
evaluate
solutions

Solutions are
not rightAvrong,
but are
betteriworse

Every solution
ramifies
throughout the

system

Every problem

organisational &

Thereisno
Clear problem
definition

Multicausal
multiscalar &
interconnected

Thereisno
clear problem
definition

Multiple
stakeholders
with conflicting
agendas

Wicked
Problems

oSocial or cultural
problems

oContentious issues

oDifficult or impossible

to solve

oBased on competing

beliefs/values
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How do we move
s- forward as a
society?




The Good —
News

o Adopting a “wicked
problem” mindset can
change how we
communicate

o Citizen-led initiatives
around the issue of
dialogue

o Existence of a multi-
perspective framework for
dialogue

o Promoting deliberative
engagement
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Public
Deliberation

o “Long and careful consideration or
discussion” (NIF)

o “The discovery of a shared
direction, guided by what we value
most” (NIF)

o “Deliberation is an unbiased kind of
talking that starts where the
problem starts—with your
experience of it.” (NIF)

o It’s not a bunch of abstract
backroom negotiations, but real,
genuine, human struggles of which
we are a part.” (NIF)

o Patient practice of deliberation can
lead to community change

Elections
How Should We Encourage
and Safeguard Voting?
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What Happens in Mini
Publics?

Explore one’s own views and learn why others have different ones

Consider trade-offs and consequences of actions

Acknowledge agreements, disagreements, and challenges

Listen for emerging directions or next steps that might be taken




a Why public
- deliberation?
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Key Shlfts o From wicked people =

to wicked problems
0]} oFrom adversaries = to

De|iberation collaborators

o From inciting the worst
of human nature - to
bringing out of the
best of human nature

o From facts as cherry
picked ammunition -
g AL N ,  to facts as tools for
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How do we
:' engage in public
deliberation?




ISSUE ADVISORY

tlections

NATIONAL

ISSUES
How Should We Encourage
wwwnif.org and Safeguard Voting?

any Americans are concerned about the felon can vote in Maine, but not in Maryland. A valid photo ID

US election system although we don’t always is required of all voters at the polls in Indiana, but not in lllinois.

agree on the main problem or how best to Registration rules and deadlines vary between and even within
fix it. Is it too hard to vote? Is the system too easy to states.
manipulate? Do we have rules that make voting fair But many point to issues that go beyond the rules for voting
and accessible to all? Are we doing enough to ensure itself. In presidential elections, a candidate can win the nation-
accuracy and credibility? wide popular vote but lose the Electoral College vote—and the

There was record voter turnout in November 2020— presidency—as happened most recently in 2000 and 2016. Is

almost 160 million Americans cast ballots even in the middle that a problem? Should we eliminate the Electoral College? In
of the coronavirus pandemic—but it did little to ease these most states, legislatures draw district boundaries, sometimes
concerns. Although 66.7 percent of Americans who were to favor their own political party. Do we need a better way of

up voting districts?
resents three options for moving

eligible to vote did so, roughly a third did not. In o
elections across the countr




Ground Rules

e Listening is just as important as speaking

Listen

e Consider all options fairly
Consider

e Maintain an open and respectful atmosphere
Respect

e Everyone is encouraged to participate

Participate
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Starter Video

Link to video:
https://vimeo.com/561864289



https://vimeo.com/561864289

Issue Advisory

* This option

says that
Iving every
merican a

chance

to vote should

be our priority.

 This option

says that
making
elections more
secure should

be our priority.

 This option

says that
changing the
system to offer
all voters real
choices
should be our

priority.




Post Forum
Questionnaire

About  Contact & Customer Service  Deliberation?  Questionnaires  News  Donate

172 NATIONAL
= 1SSUES ) ,
FORUMS - - = s

HOME w | ORDER MATERIALS w | EVENTS | ONLINE FORU

POST-FORUM QUESTIONNAIRES

”

COMPLETE A QUESTIONNAIRE:
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Closing Reflections

Can you identify any
tensions that came up
during the
deliberations?




How does
deliberation apply

2 to neighborhood
iIssues?
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Deliberation in the Neighborhood




What resources
# are available to
support us?




Engaging in Deliberation

N

Questionnaires
& Issue-based
Slides
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Key
Ta keaWays
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Questions?

&

UCF




